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SECRET JAKARTA 4023 

STADIS ////////////////////////////////// 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE FROM MASTERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (MONDALE, WALTER F.), ID 

SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE'S VISIT TO INDONESIA 


1 . NOW THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT HAS BEEN POSTPONED, SEVERAL 
INFLUENTIAL INDONESIAN FRIENDS HAVE TOLD ME ON A PERSONAL BASIS 
THAT IN RESCHEDULING THE VISIT WE SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE 
ORIGINAL PROGRAM, UNDER WHICH THE VICE PRESIDENT WOULD HAVE 
HAD NO OFFICIAL ACTIVITIES DURING HIS FIRST MORNING HER, HAD 
RAISED SERIOUS QUESTIONS WITHIN THE GOI. THESE SOURCES REPORT 
THAT, WHILE KNOWLEDGEABLE INDONESIANS UNDERSTAND THE FACT THAT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT NEEDED AT SOME POINT TO CATCH UP ON HIS 
REGULAR WORK AND TO RELAX, THEY STILL WERE DEEPLY CONCERNED 
THAT HE WAS SETTING ASIDE SUCH A LARGE PORTION OF HIS SHORT 
STAY HERE. SOME, ACCORDING TO MY SOURCES, EVEN THOUGH THAT 
IN THE INDONESIAN CONTEXT IT WAS AT LEAST A SLIGHT AFFRONT TO 
SUHARTO AND THE INDONESIAN VICE PRESIDENT FOR OUR VICE PRESIDENT 
TO SPEND HIS FIRST MORNING HERE IN SECLUSION JUST ACROSS THE 
MAIN SQUARE FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. THEY HOPED HE 
WOULD USE HIS FULL TIME HERE TO MEET MORE INDONESIANS AND HOLD 
FURTHER SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS. 


2. 1 HAVE EXPLAINED ONCE AGAIN TO THE INDONESIANS THE 
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REASONS FOR SETTING ASIDE THE FIRST MORNING AND ALSO THE 
FACT THAT HIS OFFICIAL PROGRAM HERE UNDER THE EARLIER SCHEDULE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN AS LONG AS THAT IN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. 
NONETHELESS, THE COMPLAINTS, WHICH ARE OFFERED IN A CONSTRUCTIVE 
MANNER BY GOOD FRIENDS OF THE U.S., PERSIST. 

3. WE ALSO HAVE WORD THAT MALIK, SHORTLY AFTER BEING INSTALLED 
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AS VICE PRESIDENT, REOPENED INDONESIA'S REQUEST THAT THE VICE 
PRESIDENT AND MRS. MONDALE AND SEVERAL KEY MEMBERS OF THEIR 
PARTY SHOULD STAY AT THE STATE GUEST HOUSE, THE CHIEF OF 
PROTOCOL VOLUNTEERED TO THE DCM THAT SUHARTO HAD ALSO REITERATED 
THE IMPORTANCE HE ATTACHES TO BEING ABLE TO HAVE THE VICE 
PRESIDENT AS HIS OFFICIAL GUEST. KNOWING INDONESIA YOU WILL 
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS IMPORTANT IN TERMS OF ASIAN CONCEPTS 
OF HOSPITALITY. WE CAN EXPECT THIS MATTER TO BE RAISED WITH US 
OFFICIALLY AND STRONGLY WHEN THE VISIT IS RESCHEDULED AND 
SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR IT. 

4. THE INDONESIANS ARE DELIGHTED THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT IS 
COMING TO INDONESIA. THE VISIT WILL BE MOST USEFUL HOWEVER 
THESE ISSUES WHICH HAVE BEEN RAISED WORK OUT, BUT THE IMPACT 
WILL BE HEIGHTENED IF WE ARE ABLE TO GO AT LEAST PART WAY TO 
MEET THEIR CONCERNS. IN RESCHEDULING THE VISIT WOULD IT BE 
POSSIBLE FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT TO TAKE HIS FREE TIME AT 
THE END OF THE CANBERRA VISIT OR, AS HAD BEEN PROPOSED AT 
ONE POINT ORIGINALLY BE THE INDONESIANS, SPEND A NIGHT IN BALI 
AND BE PREPARED TO SWING IMMEDIATELY INTO HIS OFFICIAL PROGRAM 
ON ARRIVAL IN JAKARTA? 

5. 1 AM SURE THAT, IN LINE WITH OUR TALK IN HONG KONG, YOU 
HAVE DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO FACTOR INTO THE VISIT AN 
INVITATION FOR SUHARTO TO VISIT WASHINGTON. I WANT TO 
UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE WHICH KEY INDONESIANS ATTACH TO 
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THIS. AN OFFICIAL INVITATION TO SUHARTO TOGETHER WITH THE 
GOOD TALK HE WILL HAVE WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT WOULD GO FAR 
TO ESTABLISH THE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PRESENT 
ADMINISTRATION WHICH SUHARTO FEELS IS SO IMPORTANT. 
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